
Minutes of the AGM of the Herculaneum Society held on Saturday 3 November 2018 at 16.30 in 
the Lecture Theatre of the Ioannou Centre, 66 St Giles, Oxford OX1 3LU 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Present: Trustees: Robert Fowler (Chair), Joy Bithell, Kay Byers, Alison Carter, Daniel Delattre, 

Annalisa Marzano, Carol Scott,  Kate Starling, Nigel Wilson, Secretary Krystyna Cech, Members:  John 

Bithell,  Marsali & Revel Coles, Joëlle Delattre, Pat Gerber, Iona & Sheena Hampson, Isobel and 

Andrew Hamilton, Alicia Hollings, Susan Krantz, Julie Lorenzen, Patrick Pollard, William Poole, Peter 

Spital,  Martin Taylor, Djamila Zaid.  Apologies: Alison Allden, Barbara Bell, Holger Essler, Paul 

Everard, Dawn & Jonathan Haslam, Leofranc Holford-Strevens, Philip Hooker, Gianluca del Mastro, Ia 

& John McIlwaine, Peter Jones, Alison Palmer, Dirk Obbink, Peter Pickering, Gill & Roy Reeve, 

Graham Shaw, Alistair Sinclair, Harry Summerton, Ken Walker, Claire Weiss 

The minutes of the 2017 AGM were received.  

The accounts of the Herculaneum Society were presented and received by the members.  

Robert Fowler reported on the recent and future activities of the Society.  Kate Starling 

presented her report from the 2018 Herculaneum Congress. 

______ 

The meeting began with Bob Fowler paying tribute to two Friends who passed away in the 

past year: Kevin Lavery and Miriam Griffin. 

 
The Accounts 
 
The Herculaneum Society is £2000 down this year.  This is due in part to the Ancient Graffiti 

crowdfunding campaign (AGcc) into which the Society put over £6000.  No bursaries 

(normally 3 x £1000) were awarded this year (due to concentrating on helping to fund the 

AGcc).   

Events 

Apart from the Congress the major event this year was the very successful Meeting at the 

British Academy in London on 20 January.  The guest speaker was Dr Francesco Sirano, 

Director of the Herculaneum archaeological site.  Professors Fowler, Marzano and Wallace-

Hadrill joined Dr Sirano in a round table discussion.  

The AGcc ran for 6 weeks in Feb-March.  It was very successful and raised over £15,000 to 

support a month-long course of fieldwork for staff and students at the site in July 2018.  

Upcoming Events 

In 2019 the Getty Museum in California is putting on a Pompeii and Herculaneum exhibition.  

We are hopeful that the American Friends will be organising events around the exhibition 

which the UK Friends may wish to attend. 



The Eighth Herculaneum Congress will take place in 2020 (most likely in June). Planning will 

begin in 2019. 

_____ 

Kate Starling presented her report of the 7th Herculaneum Congress which took place in 

June 2018. There was a good balance of activities. Permission was given to see all sites 

requested in Herculaneum, including the underground theatre and the Villa of Papyri. A 

highlight for many was observing in-progress conservation work at both Herculaneum and 

Pollena Trocchia.  Not everything ran smoothly (delays and lack of information at times).  

These let-downs will be addressed when planning the next Congress. 

_____ 

Bob Fowler presented the main findings from the recent (October 2018) Members’ survey: 

Herculaneum Society – the Future.  Frequently occurring topics in the comments were: a 

need to focus on the Villa of the Papyri, to work to improve the fortunes of Herculaneum, to 

have meetings in more locations around the UK, to update Friends about ongoing research 

and to develop more academic and business partnerships.  The presentation was followed 

by a discussion. 

AOB 

There was none. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 17.00 and was followed by a lecture by Prof. Bert Smith, ‘The image and 

Cult of Antinous, AD 130-138’. 
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